


Turkey is a SeCular country, that means
religion anhd state are separated. What is valid
for religion maYy hot be Valid for the state.
Marriage is one Of the poihts which religion anhd
state think in a different way. The muslim
religion aCCepts that @ mah Canh marry more thah
a Wwomanh. The Turkish Civil code does hnhot
accept it, @ mah Canh marry just ohe woman.

A Turkish manh Cah marry more thah a woman
if he regards just the muslim religion. He should
provide all his wifes the same lifestyle ahd Care.
He can hot marry more thah a womanh legally.



SinCe the foundatioh Of
the Turkish  republiC
by Atatlrk ,the CiVil law
has beenh cChanged anhd
accepted by the
population.If a Mman
wanhts to marry @ woman,
both must prepare all
documents t0 be
approved anhd Wwait for the
wedding day.



Turkish people would rather marry in summer,
Spring Or autumnh, but almost hever in winter.
For the CiVil marriage there are special places all
over the City. Ih those "marriage Offices" in
almost every 15 mihutes there iS a marriage.
These places are usually big and |oCated in
central distriCts Of the City. There is usually a
big ballroom with a |0t Of Chairs for the guests
t0 Sit down. Ih a Stage there is a table with 5
ChairS. The bride and groom sit together ih a
cornher, twWo withess from the couple in ahother
onhe ahd the judge Of CiVvil courts who will marry
them in ahother one. So these 5 persons will be
seen inh the stage by the aqudience.









The bride usually wears a white wedding gown and
the groom usually wears a suit. The withesses and
guest are usually well dressed for the oCCasion. The
ceremony is very simple: the judge asks the bride and
groom's nhame, birthday date, place of birth and their
father's name, after that he asks if the bride and
groom acCcCept tO marry each other. After the "yes"
there is usually a [0t Of applause from the audience
which gets excited and happy about the event. SO
the Ceremony ends the married couple will 0 out Of
the ballroom and the next couple will come in... it is
unbelievable how many marriages they make per a day
in some distriCts Of Istanbul. Jsually weekends are
mMost requested days to get married.
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The bride and groom thah moved to ahother
yoom tO be congratulated by family and guests.
The family usually give as gifts: gold coins, gold
jewelry and money as. Gold coins usually have a
red ribboh anhd it is put with a pinh over the
bride's weeding dress. Money will be also added
with a pin. At the enhd of the greetings the bride
will be covered with gold, jewelry anhd money.
The quantity of gold ahd money will depends on
the family's wealthy. The bride usually Caries a
small bag where she Canh keep some of the gold,
jewelry and money she received.






After the Sreetings
there is usually a party
where people will enjoy
good food and music.
Honheymoon is alsO ah
usual event and the
bride anhd groom might
g0 t0 g beautiful place
tO Celebrate their
marriage.




Hennha Night (Kiha Gecesi)

The ceremony held one day before the wedding in the home of bride
ahd groom is Called the henhnha night. Tt generally takes place at the girl’s
home ahd among women, although either side Cah elect to host it.

Jsually dry hennha brought by the bridegroom’s family iS broken to
pieces inh a silver or Ccopper vessel by a womanh whose father ahd mother
alive, not experienced ahy separation. After preparing the bride, veil
ornamented with red flake is placed over her head, ahd she is brought
into the middle with hymn ahd folk songs about henna.




Hennha Night (Kiha Gecesi)

Henna that has earlier kneaded with water is brought in onh a tray
surrounded by canhdles and placed inh the middle of the room. In some
places, the henhnha is first put oh the hanhds of the bride and then
distributed to the guests; ih other areas the henna is first distributed
t0 the guests, and only after everybody has left is it placed oh the
bride’s hands. If the womah SO wishes, henhnha Cah also be placed on her
feet ahd hair. Considerable attention is paid to Charging a womanh with
a happy marriage, Called the “basi blUtUn” (meahing “whose head is
complete”, in a sense, this desCribes her as someone who has a
complete family with husband and children and whose marriage is
whole, not separated by divorce) to knead anhd distribute the henna
ahd apply it to the 8irl’s hanhd. The womanh places the henha on onhe of
the bride’s hands, ahd a young girl places it on the other. Before the
hehna is applied, coins Or gold are also placed in her hanhds. After
woman wWho Came together for dying henhna leave, Close friend of the
bride remain with her and enjoy themselves till morhing.
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